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For their storytelling presentation, the girls will want to plan out what they 
will say in advance. Suggest that they start by thinking of their story as a 

series of scenes involving the various characters. They might want to take 
notes as they create their “script” or use an audio recorder as they talk it out. 

Once the girls have planned out what they will say, get them to 
brainstorm ideas about props, costumes, and staging, such as 

whether they want to stand or sit as they tell their story. 
Let them know they’ll have plenty of time 

to rehearse, and they can make 
changes to their “script” 

and other details 
as they go 

along.

STORYTELLING  
OR PUPPET SHOW
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MORE 
STORYTELLING 
SECRETS

Check your local library, too. 
Many children’s librarians 
are experienced storytellers, 
and they might recommend 
resources for you and the 
Juniors. A storytelling 
festival, if there’s one in 
your area, might make a 
great field trip.

SECRETS OF 
STORYTELLING

Seeing and listening to 
other storytellers is a great 
way for Juniors to pick up 
some techniques. The Kids’ 
Storytelling Club (storycraft.
com) offers excellent tips 
on storytelling. The girls 
might also enjoy watching 
videos of young people 
telling stories on the 
National Youth Storytelling 
Showcase Web site. As the 
girls view the videos, ask 
them to notice how the 
storytellers use the following 
techniques, and to think 
about how they can use 
them, too: 

•	gestures and facial 
expressions 

•	pauses before important 
words and emphasis on 
those words

•	pauses for audience 
reaction

•	different voices for 
different characters 

If the girls are telling their story as a song, they might want to 
do it hip-hop style, which is rhythmic, rhyming poetry recited 

rapidly to a beat. Once the girls write their lyrics, they can 
perform their story in any way they choose, perhaps by taking 

turns singing or reciting the lyrics as the 
 others mime the actions.

   MUSICAL  
PERFORMANCE

Whether they’re making a picture book or a graphic novel (a comic book), the girls 
might start by creating a sequence of scenes drawn with stick figures and rough 
shapes, using the storyboard form on page 70.

Next, have the girls, working individually or in pairs, sketch the illustrations, 
write the text, and design the pages. After a run-through with the whole 

group, invite the girls to color in all the pages, decide on a title, and 
create a title page with all their names or the name of their Junior 

group as author. 

If the girls want more than one copy of their 
book, photocopy the pages, and then 

fasten, staple, or sew them 
together to make 

the finished 
copies. 

PICTURE BOOK  
OR GRAPHIC NOVEL 

ANOTHER OPTION: 
STORY DANCE

Many ballets, such as “The 
Nutcracker” and “Swan 
Lake,” modern dances, such 
as Twyla Tharp’s “Movin’ 
Out,” and traditional Asian 
dances tell stories. Story 
dance blends acting and 
creative movement set to 
music and/or live singing to 
tell a story. If the girls have 
chosen to tell their story 
through dance, have them 
first work together to create 
a storyboard (page 70), and 
then translate their story 
into patterns of movement. 
One or more narrators might 
explain what’s happening  
on stage.
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For a simple mural, the girls might work together to create a storyboard (page 70), and then 
paint scenes from their story on butcher paper. Working from left to right, they might begin by 
sketching the images, in pencil or chalk, on a large piece of butcher paper or canvas. Once they’re 
satisfied that the story fits, they might outline and fill in their work with markers and paint. 

Story quilts can be easily fashioned from press-on fabric. A story quilt contains squares  
of fabric, each containing a single scene, sewn together in sequence to tell a story. Get the 

girls started by guiding them to work together creating a storyboard. Then have each girl, 
working with an image from the storyboard, use a fabric pen or marker to draw the 

image onto a square of fabric. Finally, make time for the girls to sew, glue, or iron the 
squares together, in order. 

In a story cloth, events are shown as taking place all at once, rather than in 
sequence. Invite the girls to sketch out the story’s characters and objects on a 

large piece of paper, to determine placement. Let the girls know that each 
one of them will be responsible for creating several images, which 

she might want to sketch to size on paper or fabric, cut out, then 
tape or glue to the large background cloth. The girls might 

also want to write a few words on the story cloth to 
explain the scene. 

MURAL, 
STORY QUILT,  

OR STORY CLOTH
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