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You couldn’t always carry your phone everywhere like you can today. In the past, not everyone 
had telephones. Sometimes, when you picked up the phone, you could hear others from the 
community talking on a party line. To learn more about the science behind the phone, print out 
this Design the Future booklet. You can read about the history of communication—across town 
and across the world. Consider what phones might look like in the future!

Materials
Scissors 
Glue stick

Instructions
1 Print out the booklet. Fold the printout  

in half on the solid black line.

2 Glue the blank sides together.

3 Cut along the dashes.

4 Fold along the solid lines to create the 
booklet.



Front

From early mail routes to the telegraph, we’ve 
long been able to communicate with one 
another from great distances. The telephone, 
however, was the first technological device that 
let us hear and speak to other people in real 
time. So how did we end up with the high-tech 
smartphones of today? Flip the page to find out!

What will the phone be like  from now? What will the phone be like  from now? Apple introduced the iPhone in 2007. 
Priced at $499 upon its release, the 
phone featured a groundbreaking full 
touchscreen to dial and type, instead 
of a keypad.

Back

The Phone
CU
T

On March 10, 1876, inventor Alexander Graham 
Bell conducted the first successful call with a 
telephone. Speaking to his assistant in the next 
room, Bell said the famous words, “Mr. Watson, 
come here, I want you.”

Early phones worked in pairs and could only 
connect with each other. That design was 
improved upon in January 1898 with the 
creation of a telephone switchboard, in New 
Haven, Connecticut, which let an operator 
connect different phones to one another.

Patented by William Gray, the first public coin 
telephone was installed in 1889 inside a bank in 
Hartford, Connecticut. Within just a few years, 
more than 100,000 public pay phones were 
dotted across the country. 

In 1946, the first commercial mobile telephone 
service was launched by AT&T in St. Louis. 
Police officers, emergency responders, and 
reporters all used the system—but only three 
calls could be made at any given time!

The first smartphone 
was unveiled by IBM 
in 1992. Called the 
Simon, the phone 
included a calendar, a 
calculator, a note pad, 
and the ability to send 
and receive emails.

In 2008, Nokia unveiled its Morph concept 
mobile phone, which offered a glimpse at 

the future of mobile technology. The phone 
would be made using nanotechology 
(engineering on the molecular scale). 

Its flexible body could morph into various 
shapes, such as a wristband or a flat screen. Tiny 

wires covering the surface would use solar energy 
and sense the environment.


