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From the earliest societies, people have always had music. But it wasn’t until recent times that 
we were able to record it, preserve it, play it back whenever we wanted to, or carry it with us! 
To learn more about the science behind the music players we have today, print out this Design 
the Future booklet. You can read about the history of recorded sound and add your own ideas 
about what music players will be like in the future!

Materials
Scissors 
Glue stick

Instructions
1 Print out the booklet. Fold the printout  

in half on the solid black line.

2 Glue the blank sides together.

3 Cut along the dashes.

4 Fold along the solid lines to create the 
booklet.



The compact disc became commercially 
available for the first time in 1982. CDs were 
a popular music-storage device for more than 
two decades, but sales began to drop with the 
rise of MP3s in the 2000s.

Apple released the first iPod in 2001, helping 
launch the digital-music revolution. In 2010, 
Apple announced that more than 10 billion 
songs had been downloaded from its iTunes 
music store.

What will music players be like  from now? What will music players be like from now?

From drum circles to concerts by famous 
composers, music has played a vital role in human 
culture. The importance—and availability—of 
music, however, skyrocketed with the invention 
of recorded music. Thanks to the evolution of the 
music players described on the following pages, 
you can now listen to whatever song you want, 
whenever you want, wherever you want.
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Sony released the Walkman, 
a “personal” cassette 
player with headphones, in 
1979. Some people in the 
company predicted it would 
fail because you couldn’t 
record with it. Instead, 
it became an instant 
sensation. Within a year, 
it seemed no teenager in 
America would dare  
leave home without 
a Walkman clipped 
to her belt.

Truly portable broadcast music came along in 
1954 with the Regency TR-1 transistor radio, 
released by Regency Electronics. By replacing 
large vacuum tubes with tiny transistors, they 
made a radio that could fit in a pocket or a purse.

On August 27, 1920, a radio station in Argentina 
aired one of the first live music broadcasts over 
the airwaves. Soon after, radio stations across the 
world were playing music for the masses.

In 1878, inventor Thomas Edison received a 
patent for the phonograph, the first device able 
to reproduce recorded sounds. His phonograph 
used grooved wax cylinders to play music and 
other recordings.

In 1894, German-American inventor Emile 
Berliner began marketing seven-inch discs played 
on a device called a gramophone. These first 
discs quickly evolved into records, which ruled the 
recorded music world for the next six decades.


